
DAY OF SPECIAL INTEREST 

THURSDAY 06  FEBRUARY 2020 

  

 
“THE ENGLISH FACE UNMASK’D” 

Five Centuries of British portraiture, material and techniques 
c. 1530 – 1960 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This Day of Special Interest describes how paintings were made throughout the ages, looking 
at the workshop practices of Tudor and Jacobean painters and their meticulous approach to 
the craft of painting, before the advent of ‘big name’ artists.  
 
We will look at how artists became more prominent in the 18th and 19th centuries and the 
development of modern readily available materials and how this has affected the ageing of 
these pictures. The cleaning and conservation of portraits will be described with examples 
taken from Sarah’s studio, giving a glimpse ‘behind the scenes’ of the work of a modern 
professional conservator-restorer. 
 
The talk is illustrated with unique images taken from Sarah’s own research and from studio- 
based conservation treatments. Many less well-known public and privately-owned pictures 
will be shown alongside works from the National Portrait Gallery and the Suffolk Collection 
portraits by William Larkin at Kenwood House. 
 
Sarah Cove is an accredited paintings conservator-restorer, technical art historian and lecturer 
with more than 35 years’ experience working on paintings for the heritage and private 
sectors. She has appeared in several TV programmes for the BBC notably Constable in Love 
with Andrew Graham-Dixon and twice on Fake or Fortune? where she was instrumental in 
the discovery of 3 ‘lost’ Constables. Her presentations are lively and enthusiastic as she 
speaks without notes. 
 
“We enjoyed an amazing Study Day with Sarah Cove who opened up a whole new world 
of art conservation … Everyone said how good it was to have a speaker who didn’t use 
notes, loved the enlarged images showing small details and paint layers, also being told 
how to look in close up.” 
 
Bridget Pettigrew 
Organiser – Days of Special Interest 
Tel: 01242 244090/ 07870986771       Email:  bsp1943@gmail.com 



DAY OF SPECIAL INTEREST 

THURSDAY 06  FEBRUARY 2020 

  

At:  Parmoor House, Lypiatt Terrace, Cheltenham GL50 1 SX 
 

Timetable 
 
10.00 Doors Open 
10.30 Lecture 1 
11.30 Coffee and Biscuits 
12.00 Lecture 2 
13.00 Lunch (Please bring your own – Rosalind Room available on first 
floor) 
14.00 Lecture 3 
15.00 Q & A and finish 
---------------------------------------------------------------- 
Booking Form   The English Face Unmask’d 
  
Tickets £27.00 per person/£32.00 per person if non Arts Society 
 
I/We enclose a cheque payable to Arts Society Cheltenham for 
 
£ ___________ for ____ people 
 
Payment can also be made by bank transfer to: 

 
Lloyds Bank Sort code: 30-95-72 Account no: 02351190  
Quote reference DOSI 2  + your name   
 
Tickets include coffee and refreshments on arrival;  PLEASE BRING 
A PACKED LUNCH WITH YOU.       
 
Name: 
 

Guest Name:  
 

Address: 
  
 
Email address:   Postcode 
Your Phone Number:  
 Mobile 
Contact in case of emergency:  
 
Name: Phone:  
 
Please include a stamped self-addressed envelope if you wish me to confirm 
your reservation by post:  otherwise I will use the email address above to let 
you know that I have been able/unable to allocate you a place(s). 
 
Post to : Bridget Pettigrew, 8 Cambray Court, Cheltenham, GL50 1JU OR 
Email to: bsp1943@gmail.com 


